“Any difficulty — this too shall pass.”

— Bob Veillette

ob Veillette, the former managing editor of the Republican-

American, suffered a rare form of stroke earlier this year.

The stroke severely damaged the area of the brain stem that
links the brain to the rest of the body. For a musician and a commu-
nicator this is particularly cruel. Bob can see, hear, feel pain and
comprehend all that’s around him, but he cannot move or speak.
There is no cure for this condition, called “locked-in syndrome.”
Victims often live for decades. The best hope for Bob at this point is
that he will be able to develop communications skills beyond blink-
ing his eyes. His physical therapists and family are working with him
daily and he has made some limited progress.

Bob grew up in Naugatuck, playing baseball, swimming and studying
the piano. After stints at the old Naugatuck Daily News and the U.S.
Army, he joined the reporting staff of the Waterbury Republican, ris-
ing quickly to city editor and then managing editor. In more than two
decades as the managing editor, he helped oversee the newspaper’s
conversion to offset publishing, the merger of the morning
Republican and afternoon American and the development of dozens
of major news stories, including two that were nominated for
Pulitzer Prizes.

When he wasn’t working, the music flowed: benefits for The Red
Cross, United Way, libraries in Naugatuck and Waterbury, and
Shakesperience, to name just a few. Wherever a melody was needed
up and down the Naugatuck Valley, Bob’s jazz improvisations could
be heard. He has touched the lives of tens of thousands of newspaper
readers and thousands of music lovers.

In addition to our stars, we would also like to extend a special thanks to: Lisa Calabrese,
Jonathan Curns, Kathy Luria, Richard L. Sanders, the Public Safety and Maintenance staffs at
Naugatuck Valley Community College; Lin Brieve, Diane Grego and P.J. Johns of Seven Angels
Theatre; Michael Duval of the Waterbury Club; William J. Pape II, Joan Blatherwick, Mark
Hanks, Jonathan Kellogg, Tracey O’Shaughnessy, Allie Mirando, Bill O’Brien, Keith Valliere
and Jonathan Wilcox of the Republican-American; Debbie Corso; Richard DeRosa; Norman
Drubner; Doug Mahard; Tammalene Mitman; Selim Noujaim; Tim Phillips; Joanne Greco
Rochman; Pierre Rochman; Alison Skratt; WATR-1320 AM; and Clyde Bennett, Gary O’Conner
and the Country Club of Waterbury staff who provided refreshments for tonight’s reception.

Without your generosity, this evening would not have been possible.
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Commitment is the melody of Bob Veillettes life:
love of family, dedication to work,
service to community.

Through all of this runs the power of music.

The staff of the Republican-American
is pleased to join with you tonight
in this celebration of
Bobes love of music and people.

RepublicanAmerican

Useful. Unique. Local.

The Bob Velllette Familg
and friends would

sincerely like to thank

Norman Drubner

for his generous
co-sponsorship
of this program.
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It IS greatly
appreciated




